
Boyd Holds District Healthcare Council Meeting

          FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    August 1, 2006   
      CONTACT: Jared Cordes     (202) 225-5235   
        
      BOYD HOLDS DISTRICT HEALTHCARE COUNCIL MEETING
  
        
      

TALLAHASSEE-Congressman Allen Boyd (D-North Florida) today hosted a meeting with the District Healthcare Council to discuss local healthcare issues and concerns, including federal appropriations requests and rural hospitals in North Florida.  The District Healthcare Council is comprised of 24 representatives from 16 counties across North Florida.

"Access to quality, affordable healthcare is a critical part of American life," said Congressman Boyd.  "Although much more needs to be done in Washington, there is more that we can do at home as well.  It is my hope that the District Healthcare Council will start thinking regionally, so the counties can come together and pool their resources to improve the overall quality of healthcare in North Florida."

At today's meeting, Congressman Boyd had two main objectives for the District Healthcare Council.  The first objective was for the council to focus on regionalized problem solving.  Up to this point, the Congressman had asked the counties to focus on their individual concerns.  However, at this meeting, Congressman Boyd encouraged members of the District Healthcare Council to consider the healthcare concerns of surrounding counties as well.  The second objective was to push the counties to work more closely with the business community and state and local agencies and make them active participants in achieving the healthcare goals of North Florida.

Congressman Boyd formed the District Healthcare Council in 2005 to tackle healthcare issues locally.  Each county was given the task of choosing a representative to serve on the District Healthcare Council.  

"The District Healthcare Council assembles people from all different professions and points of view so that the discussions and solutions will be comprehensive and representative of our unique district," Boyd stated.  "By bringing the district together, we can better serve the healthcare needs of North Floridians."
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